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Most people understand the concept of inbreeding when it comes to Thoroughbred pedigrees. Anytime an 

ancestor appears more than once in the 5-cross pedigree, this is called "inbreeding." The following example 

shows a horse inbred to Danzig. (See colored blocks) 

 

 
 
Gender-balanced inbreeding occurs when the ancestor appears as the progenitor of offspring of both 

genders in the pedigree of the subject animal.  For instance, a Northern Dancer son in one part of the 

pedigree and a Northern Dancer daughter in another part.  Or to go one better, a Northern Dancer son 

producing a daughter, and a Northern Dancer daughter producing a son. 

 

When perusing pedigrees, I often see successful runners which have resulted from one Northern Dancer sire 

line over another Northern Dancer sire line, and there is nothing wrong with that. But it is my experience 

that a sort of vigor and stability is added when opposing genders are woven into the tapestry of inbreeding.  

 

 



In the Animal Kingdom pedigree above, you see that his Lyphard inbreeding is actually beautifully balanced 

by gender. The first Lyphard produces a daughter who produces a son. The second appearance of Lyphard 

shows him producing a son who produces a daughter.  

 

 
 

French Derby and Guineas winner Lope De Vega possesses a similar pedigree exhibiting gender-balanced 

inbreeding. This time, the duplicated individual is French Champion Machiavellian. It is interesting to note 

that Machiavellian himself has a gender-balanced pedigree, which you can see at this PedigreeQuery link. 

 

Another excellent runner with gender-balanced inbreeding is Prized. The winner of the Breeders’ Cup Turf 

and the Molson Export Million has about the most beautiful pedigree I have ever seen, as far as gender 

balance goes. 

 
 

In his 5th generation you will see the stallion Bull Dog twice. In the first appearance, he has a son who has 

a daughter who has a daughter who has a son. In the next appearance of Bull Dog, he has a daughter who 

has a son who has a son who has a daughter. It is a perfect mirror image of opposing genders. This may be 

seen easier in the illustration below: 

 

                    BULL DOG >     son     > daughter > daughter >    son 

                    BULL DOG > daughter >     son     >     son     > daughter 

 

http://www.pedigreequery.com/machiavellian


Another great race horse with gender-balanced inbreeding to Bull Dog was the unforgettable John Henry. 

 

 
 

One of my favorite stallions of all time was Monsun. When you look at his pedigree, the first thing that 

pops out is that he is inbred to full siblings Kaiserkrone and Kaiseradler in his fourth generation. That is 

another neat inbreeding trick altogether. But his gender balance comes from Hyperion in the 5th generation. 

 

  
 

                       HYPERION > daughter > daughter >     son 

                       HYPERION >     son     >     son     > daughter 

 

The list of great horses with this type of inbreeding is quite long and is not a new trend. Here is a small 

sampling of gender-balanced inbreeding stretching back into history: 

 

LONG RUNNER (2016) 

JUSTIFY (2015) 

ENABLE (2014) 

SHE’S A MANEATER (2014) 

HIGHLAND REEL (2012) 

VA BANK (2012) 

WINX (2011)  

BIG ORANGE (2011)  

ANIMAL KINGDOM (2008) 

FRANKEL (2008) 

EBONY FLYER (2007)  

ZARKAVA (2005) 

AUTHORIZED (2004)  

WAR FRONT (2002) 

TAPIT (2001) 

CASHIER’ S DREAM (1999) 

MISS TERRIBLE (1999) 

GALILEO (1998) 

CARESSING (1998) 

IPI TOMBE (1998) 

FUSAICHI PEGASUS (1997) 

PETRUSHKA (1997) 

HORSE CHESTNUT (1995) 

CHESTER HOUSE (1995) 

https://www.pedigreequery.com/long+runner2
https://www.pedigreequery.com/justify11
http://www.pedigreequery.com/enable2
http://www.pedigreequery.com/shes+a+maneater2
http://www.pedigreequery.com/highland+reel8
https://www.pedigreequery.com/va+bank
http://www.pedigreequery.com/winx
http://www.pedigreequery.com/big+orange
http://www.pedigreequery.com/animal+kingdom
https://www.pedigreequery.com/frankel3
http://www.pedigreequery.com/ebony+flyer
http://www.pedigreequery.com/zarkava
http://www.pedigreequery.com/authorized4
http://www.pedigreequery.com/war+front
https://www.pedigreequery.com/tapit
http://www.pedigreequery.com/cashiers+dream
https://www.pedigreequery.com/miss+terrible
http://www.pedigreequery.com/galileo4
https://www.pedigreequery.com/caressing2
https://www.pedigreequery.com/ipi+tombe
https://www.pedigreequery.com/fusaichi+pegasus
https://www.pedigreequery.com/petrushka
http://www.pedigreequery.com/horse+chestnut
https://www.pedigreequery.com/chester+house


JET MASTER (1994) 

WATER POET (1993) 

HIDDEN LAKE (1993) 

DISTORTED HUMOR (1993) 

OCTAGONAL (1992) 

HOLY BULL (1991) 

CHEROKEE RUN (1990) 

KINGMAMBO (1990) 

MONSUN (1990) 

POSSIBLY PERFECT (1990) 

DR DEVIOUS (1989) 

PINE BLUFF (1989) 

RHYTHM (1987) 

UNBRIDLED (1987) 

MACHIAVELLIAN (1987) 

MISTER FRISKY (1987) 

SUNDAY SILENCE (1986) 

PRIZED (1986) 

FORTY NINER (1985) 

RAVINELLA (1985) 

AFLEET (1984) 

BET TWICE (1984) 

CRYPTOCLEARANCE (1984) 

MIESQUE (1984) 

SACAHUISTA (1984) 

CRÈME FRAICHE (1982) 

SADLER’S WELLS (1981) 

SWALE (1981) 

EILLO (1980) 

ESTRAPADE (1980) 

LANDALUCE (1980) 

COZZENE (1980) 

WILD AGAIN (1980) 

BIG SECRET (1978) 

MISWAKI (1978) 

CODEX (1977) 

GELINOTTE (1977) 

KONIGSSTUHL (1976) 

TRACK ROBBERY (1976) 

JOHN HENRY (1975) 

AFFIRMED (1975) 

BUCKAROO (1975) 

BLUSHING GROOM (1974) 

LATE BLOOMER (1974) 

SEATTLE SLEW (1974) 

BOLD FORBES (1973) 

SIR TRISTRAM (1971) 

EL GATO (1970) 

KARAYEL (1970) 

ROBERTO (1969) 

MAJESTIC PRINCE (1966) 

PINK PIGEON (1964)  

IN REALITY (1964) 

DR FAGER (1964) 

BUCKPASSER (1963)  

GRAUSTARK (1963) 

QUICKEN TREE (1963) 

SEA COTTAGE (1962) 

RAISE A NATIVE (1961) 

NORTHERN DANCER (1961) 

ANILIN (1961) 

DSCHINGIS KHAN (1961) 

NEVER BEND (1960)  

KELSO (1957) 

GRADISCO (1957) 

BOLD RULER (1954) 

GALLANT MAN (1954) 

RIBOT (1952) 

SWAPS (1952)  

CAMARERO (1951) 

PORTERHOUSE (1951) 

TURN-TO (1951) 

FIND (1950) 

NECKAR (1948) 

ROUGH’N TUMBLE (1948) 

YOUR HOST (1947) 

DJEDDAH (1945) 

TUDOR MINSTREL (1944) 

DOUBLE JAY (1944)  

POLYNESIAN (1942)  

PRINCEQUILLO (1940) 

JOHNSTOWN (1936) 

NEARCO (1935) 

HOROMETER (1931) 

HYPERION (1930) 

BLUE LARKSPUR (1926) 

MUMTAZ MAHAL (1921) 

SIR GALLAHAD (1920) 

GLOAMING (1915) 

TEDDY (1913) 

THE TETRARCH (1911) 

BLACK TONEY  (1911) 

PRESTIGE (1903) 

ROSEBEN (1901) 

AJAX (1901) 

ROCK SAND (1900) 

COMMANDO (1898) 

BEN BRUSH (1893) 

DOMINO (1891) 

KINGSTON (1884) 

ORMONDE (1883) 

ST. SIMON (1881) 

DAREBIN (1878) 

PILGRIMAGE (1875) 

KINCSEM (1874) 

HARRY BASSETT (1868) 

FASHION (1837) 

ECLIPSE (1764)
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