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PEDIGREE PROFILE

A s\ by Rommy Faversham

Animal Kingdom carries a menagerie of foreigh influences

Animal Kingdom, ch. c., 2008

Unhurtied early on, Animal Kingdom enjoyed a victorious stakes
debut as he moved into contention rounding the far turn and drew
dear of all challengers midstretch for an impressive 23length victory
in the 1¥%mile Vinery Racing Spiral Stakes (G3) on March 26 on the
Polytrack surface at Turfway Park.

The Spiralisthe Leroidesanimaux (Brz) colt’s third start on a syn-
thetic surface. In his seasonal debut on March 3, he was second by
a head in an allowance
race at a mile on the
grass at Gulfstream
Park.

Thelion’s share ofthe
Spiral purse, $285,000
ingraded stakesearn-
ings, figures to assure
q Animal Kingdom a spot
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He hailsfrom the second crop of Brazilian-bred 2005 champion turf
male Leroidesanimaux, a brilliant miler from one of the world’s most
celebrated families.

Conversely, Animal Kingdom is the first foal out of the Acatenango
mare Dalida (Ger), winner at agefour of the 2005 Preisder Sparkassen-
Finanzgruppe (Ger-G3) at 2,000 meters (9.94 furlongs).

Daliciais afull sister to the dam of German stakes winner Daveron
{Ger), who traveled stateside to record a second-place finish in the
2010 Long Island Handicap (G3) at 1% miles. Further back, this Teu-
tonic tribe gets no lesslong winded.

Itis safe to say that nowhere in Animal Kingdom’s pedigree do dis-
tance limitationslook like an issue for the upcoming cassics.

Instead, it figuresto be the colt’s ability to handle dirt that will de-
termine his prospects for arun at the Triple Crown.

Even if the bottom half overwhelmingly isturf breeding, there are
some favorable indicators of dirt acumen when considering our sub-
ject’s sire line.

As one would expect, Leroidesanimaux has been siring winnerson
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turf and synthetic surfaces. It also is worth noting that several of his
best offspring have performed particularly well on dirt as well.

Hismost successful daughter, Always a Princess, twice beat cham-
pion Blind Luck earlier this year in the El Encino (G2) and La Canada
{G2) Stakes.

Also on dirt, Leroidesanimaux’s son Crimson Knight recently fin-
ished a close second in the Tampa Bay Derby (G3).

Whether these two were aided by dirt influences on their dam’s
side is another consideration.

Another source of dirt breeding, Animal Kingd om’spaternal grandsire,
CandyStripes, a two-time leading sire in Argentina, sired an exemplary
list of native runners who went on to excel on dirt tracks in the U.S.
Thisincludes 2005 Horse of the Year Invasor (Arg), Argentine cham-
pion Different (Arg), and graded stakeswinner Victory Stripes (Arg).

Animal Kingdom’s upcoming workouts on dirt figure to be pivotal.
This chestnut could become a very interesting ‘X factor.”

Rommy Faversham s a paligree specialist and author living 0 Los

Awngeles. More of his work s avadable at hitp:/ /wwwequicross.com.




